
Partners in Faith
c/o Sophia Housing Association,

25 Cork Street, Dublin 8.
Tel: 453 5348

Email: info@partnersinfaith.ie    
Website: www.partnersinfaith.ie

Making Space for Tenderness

Fourth Sunday of Advent 2017

Partners in Faith
c/o Sophia Housing Association,

25 Cork Street, Dublin 8.
Tel: 453 5348

Email: info@partnersinfaith.ie    
Website: www.partnersinfaith.ie

LOVE 
TENDERLY

A
C

T
JU

S
T

LY
WALK

H
U

M
B

LY

   

  

  

 

       

       
       

 
       

 

 

 
o 

 

 
 
 

Meaning of the Advent Wreath:

l The 1st purple candle is lit on the 1st Sunday in
Advent, Nov 25th, and is the candle of HOPE. 

l The 2nd purple candle is lit on the 2nd Sunday
in Advent, Dec 2nd, and is the candle of PEACE. 

l The 3rd pink candle is lit on the 3rd Sunday in
Advent, Dec 9th, also known as Gaudete
Sunday, and is the candle of JOY. 

l The 4th purple candle is lit on the 4th Sunday
in Advent, Dec 16th, and is the candle of LOVE. 

l The central white candle is lit on Christmas Day
as the light of Christ enters the world when
Jesus is born.

l The wreath is evergreen symbolising everlasting
life, and in the shape of a circle because a circle
has no beginning and no end. It goes on
forever, just like God’s love for us.

Again, as in all the Gospel narratives of the
Incarnation, it is two insignificant people in
Jewish society, – two women – who realise
what is happening and respond with trust
and joy. 

7. Closing Prayer

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their
flocks,
Then the work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost
To heal those broken in spirit,
To feed the hungry,
To release the oppressed
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among all peoples
to make a little music with the heart.

To radiate the Light of Christ,
Every day, in every way,
In all that we do,
In all that we say.
Then the work of Christmas begins
Howard Thurman – adapted

The light of the Christmas star to you,
The warmth of a home and hearth to you
The cheer and goodwill of friends to you
The hope of a childlike heart to you
The joy of a thousand angels to you.
The love of the Son and God’s peace to
you.

Irish Christmas Blessing
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1. Welcome and Opening Prayer

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in the circle 
of your love
that our praise and thanksgiving
may echo in these walls
and also through our lives.

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in mission,
that the hope within us
might be the song we sing,
and the melody of our lives.

In this Advent of expectation
draw us together in service
that the path we follow
might lead us from a stable
to a glimpse of eternity.

2. Gospel text Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth to a
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. The angel went to her and said,
“Greetings, you who are highly favoured!
The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; you have found favour with
God. You will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give him the

throne of his Father, David, and he will
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.”

“How will this be, “ asked Mary, “since I am
a virgin?” The angel answered, “ The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is
going to have a child in her old age and she
who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. For no word from God will
ever fail.”

“I am the Lord’s servant,“ 
Mary answered,
“May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.

3. Quiet Moment

People can take time to read over the text for
themselves again and pick out words or short
phrases that strike them and say them out
loud. When everyone has had a chance to say
their word/phrase, they can briefly say why
such a word/phrase struck them, in relation
to themselves or their community or the
world . (NB this not a time for argument or
discussion).

4. Reflection Questions

1. What surprises you most in this story:

– Mary was a nobody in the eyes of the
Jewish powers.

– She was troubled by the angel’s
greeting

– She said yes although she couldn’t
have known all she was taking on

– God chose a young woman?

2. In what way do the ordinary events of
life make you aware of God’s dream
for people? 

3. What symbol of Christmas do you like
best?
Why?

5. Prayers

Mention situations and people we want 
to pray for….

6. Background Notes for Luke 1:26-30

Luke traces the emergence of the man
from the wilderness back to a young girl
living in the back of beyond, far from any
sources of power. An unlikely starting
place for a world-shaking event. The first
signs of something happening is a young
girl taken aback by the angel coming right
into her home. Confused, disturbed, she
has none of the certainty of John the
Baptist or the Jewish authorities.

But as she listens, she chooses to believe
and accept. She opens her heart and
mind to co-operate. And the world would
change forever.

Immediately Luke closes this momentous
event with Mary taking off from her home
to go to the aid of her cousin, radiating
the Good News through service and joy.
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