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Jesus is the true temple or dwelling place of
God and in him we will come to be wrapped in
God’s love – which is the essence of true
worship.

Help us to take steps
to stop the cycle of violence
in our homes, in our workplaces,
in our neighbourhoods, in our country,
in our world.
May we be open to our deepest yearning
for a world alive with your justice and peace,
to dream of a society where all are treated with
respect, and with the power of your Spirit
to take steps to bring it about.
Australian Social Justice Council
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He is immediately challenged and in Mark’s
account, his action in the Temple provides a
plausible reason for the authorities to arrest
him.

Help us to learn from one another ways of
being fully alive, at peace with ourselves and
with those around us.
Give us the courage to transform
those parts of ourselves and the world
that separate and create enmity.
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Jesus alligns himself with their position. In
driving out the animals, the money-changers
and pigeon sellers, stopping business
completely, he signals the end of the temple. It
will not be rehabilitated.

7. Closing Prayer
Spirit of God
Give us the openness deep within us to
recognise daily all people as made in your
likeness.
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justice, care for the poor, the most vulnerable,
widows and orphans.
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1. Welcome and Opening Prayer
We bring you the troubles of the world
Calm us and help us rest in you.
We bring to you the troubles in our households
Calm us, and help us rest in you.
We bring to you the trouble in our church
Calm us and help us rest in you.
We bring to you the troubles in the community
Calm us, and help us rest in you.
O Jesus, you had compassion on the crowds
You drew people to yourself
You repelled none who knew they were needy.
Grant us hearts like yours;
hearts that go out in genuine greeting
and humble welcome
Until in the circle of sharing,
we are brought together in you.
Holy Island Prayerbook pp64 and 77

2. Gospel Text: John 2:13-25
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover,
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts
he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves,
and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from
the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he
scattered the coins of the money-changers and
overturned their tables. To those who sold doves
he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my
Father’s house into a market!” His disciples
remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your
house will consume me.”
The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can
you show us to prove your authority to do all
this?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and I will raise it again in three days.”

4. Reflection Questions for
John 2: 13-25

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to
build this temple, and you are going to raise it in
three days?” But the temple he had spoken of
was his body. After he was raised from the
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said.
Then they believed the scripture and the words
that Jesus had spoken.

1. When we challenge institutions or systems,
what happens? Why?

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover
Festival, many people saw the signs he was
performing and believed in his name. But Jesus
would not entrust himself to them, for he knew
all people. He did not need any testimony about
human kind, for he knew what was in each
person.

3. Quiet Moment
People can read over the text for themselves
and pick out words or short phrases that
strike them and say them out loud.
When everyone has had a chance to say their
word/phrase, they can then reflect silently
for a moment or two and then briefly say
why such a word/phrase struck themin relation to themselves, or their community
or the world.

2. What questions does the homelessness crisis
still raise for us?
3. ‘I’m reviewing the situation’ – where are you
putting your energy this Lent?

5. Prayers
Mentioning people and situations we want to
pray for.
6. Background Notes for John
2:13-25
The Jerusalem Temple built of huge imported
stones, decorated with gold and silver and
cedar wood was visible to pilgrims as they
approached the city. Inside, especially at the
time of the great feasts, the courts would be full
of animals to be slaughtered, with moneychangers and merchants haggling about prices,
making as much profit as possible from the
exchange system.
Solomon had built it on the backs of the poor.
By the time of Jesus the priestly upper classes
depended on it to finance their lifestyle and
emphasis was on making as much profit as
possible.
Years before, Isaiah and Jeremiah had
condemned the building and the sacrifices,
reminding people of what God really wanted –
not animal sacrifice or complicated rituals but

