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Fresh Dreams for Lent

7. Closing Prayer
Loving God, you call us to Spirit-filled service
and to live the Gospel of peace and justice:
We will live justly.

Second Sunday of Lent 2018

Loving God, you call us to be your presence
in the world and to be bearers of compassion,
forgiveness and healing everywhere.
We will love tenderly.

AC

Y
M BL

LOVE
TENDERLY

T

LY

K

HU

T J US

Loving God, you call us to speak truth to
power and live equality,
We will walk humbly with you.
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1. Welcome and Opening Prayer
Lighter of lights – illuminate us
Fire of fires – thaw us
Power of powers – strengthen us
Love of lovers – warm us
Teller of tales – encourage us
Destroyer of darkness – save us
Touchstone of truth – examine us
Summoner of stars – amaze us
Wellspring of wisdom – weather us
Water of life – refresh us
Dancer of days – delight in us
Breath of the universe – bless us.
Ruth Burgess Book of Blessings. 120
2. Gospel Text: Mark 9:2-10
After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John
with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured
before them. His clothes became dazzling white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach
them. And there appeared before them Elijah and
Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not
know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then
a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice
came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I
love. Listen to him!” Suddenly they looked
around, they no longer saw anyone with them
except Jesus. As they were coming down the
mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell
anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man
had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to
themselves, discussing what “rising from the
dead” meant.

3. Quiet Moment
People can read over the text for themselves
and pick out words or short phrases that
strike them and say them out loud.
When everyone has had a chance to say their
word/phrase, they can then reflect silently
for a moment or two and then briefly say
why such a word/phrase struck themin relation to themselves, or their community
or the world.

6. Background Notes for Mark
9: 2-10
Opposition is building up against Jesus from the
religious leaders. Jesus has told the disciples that
he is the Messiah but they continue to
misunderstand what he is about. The scene is
darkening around him and finally Jesus has
spoken for the first time about what he will
endure in Jerusalem at the hands of the chief
priests and leaders. Peter was appalled at the
idea and protested violently.

4. Reflection Questions for Mark
9:2-10

Jesus leads them up the mountain (either Tabor
or Hermon) away from the familiar, where they
see him in a whole new light. The two great
Jewish liberation leaders appear with him,
encouraging him. The disciples,
misunderstanding still, appear to want to
institutionalise this unique and glorious reality
and make it last. But the point of this new
revelation of the truth is to challenge their
limited perception and understanding of what
Jesus is about. Listening to him now is an
invitation to leave behind their own narrow,
restricted view of his mission. As they leave the
mountain and witness the fatal consequences of
his commitment to love, the challenge will be
not to be scandalised. When the three are next
invited to join him it will be at the foot of the
Mount of Olives in Gethsemane and they will
not measure up.

1. Even a small light can make a difference in
the darkness.
What situation/s are you brightening up with
your presence?
2. ‘There is grace beyond measure and charm
beyond compare. We are served in every
moment by someone else’s care. Oh, give
thanks for the life and the wisdom to say.
We have power to discover the glory in the
grey.’
(Kathy Galloway, Talking to the Bones p.80)
Comment
3. Recall a time when you moved out of your
comfort zone to bring happiness/healing.

5. Prayers
Mentioning people and situations we want to
pray for.

Yet, the passion and death will not be the end.
New power and new life will be released. Evil
will not have the last word.

